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PORTABLE CHANNEL

May 3, 1974

Yr, 311l Haley

Trogram Fanager, JXAL1-TV
410 Alexander 5t,
“ochester, N.Y. 14607

Dear Bill: : .-

As you know, Chuck lNcConnell and I met with the Vasulkas two

Weeks aso to flesh out the D”ODO“&l for "Homemade TV: CONTIGURATICK."
‘e considered botnh the content of the prosram and the organization
of its production.

Tn developing the integration of human and electronic space, the
primary format will be that of an extended dream sequence, wWith
s"reglt figure interacting with an electronically processed
13%& cape. The base materials for this primarily urban landscape
”l]l be preshot on 2 portapac, and multiple layers of keying and
ner processing will develop these environments and place the
"ﬂweameﬂ " or protagonist, within them. Sequences will transform
fluidly, disregarding llteral notions of reality. As in a dream,
the pro*ram will not have & linear plot per gse, but will have the
continuity of an identifiable human figure, the "dreamer," in the
wanderings of his mind, Plot will exist, however, in the creation
ané resolution of visual and audio tensions.

"o make this more concrete, here are some examples of sequences:
The prozram begins with a "literal' black and white scene of a
mi d%lm aged man in a bathrobe dozing in a easy chair in front of
a television. On the television set appears a sign off, then
wanaom noise, and then, keyed onto the random noise in color,
the program title, "Homemade TV: CON IRICURATION.Y Gradually the
random noise dlSSOiVGS into an image of the room identical to
that seen on the full screen, and this image acquires a surreal
quality through techniques such as colorization and feedback,

The "literal" camera of the full room gradually zooms into the
TV set with the processed image, and we have completed the transition
into the dream world of the protagonist.

Tn another sequence, the dreamer groggily gets up und walks to

s door, presumably the bedroom. Upon opening the door, he instead

1alks out onto a surreal seashore, and during his walk alcng this

seashore, there occurs a sunset. As the sun fills the screen, it .

rr nsforms through a variety of circular urban shapes and IASA type
tare of earth as seen from space. Continuing his walk, he

ﬁeolﬁ back the lake to reveal an undersea world 1nclud1ng such

activities as children playing chess.

8 Prince Street
Rochester, New York 14607 o

(716) 2441259



ooms into the pupil of the dreamer's eye, and images

fhe camera z R

of the dreamer interact with scenes of his daily life along with
ourely synthesigzed images, as the audio acquires the compacted
stream of consciousness quality, floating among dizlogue, monologue,
and synthesized sound. Through the use of multiple keys and gen-lock,
the dreamer in vzrious sizes will interact with his own image,

2 -]

s 1n the example of standing on his own shoulder and whispering
ir his ear,

“he dreamer walks into s room with sz xeror machine, and various
sons walk un to the machine, place their faces on it, and are
oxed, The nrotasonist collects the copies, and is transported
the top of a tall building where he folds the pictures into
paper airplanes and tosses them into the alr, The sequence ends
#ith the skyline of Zochester filled with paper human airpalnes,

g ct

In the closing sequence, the dreamer looks into a bathroom
mirror, and sees the back of his head in the mirror. The mirror
imace turns to face the dreamer ag it "really" should, and the
dreamer begins shaving s the image loses much of its surreal
guality, The camera zooms out to reveal the image inside a television
monitor in subcontrol, and the credit for the dreamer appears
on the screen inside the n nitor. The camera then nans to an

ad jacent monitor of colorized feedback, and the creators of the
nrosram, throush the use of keying, are sucked from the control
room into the monitor and dissolved in the feedback as their
credits appear on the screen,

Uroarizationally, Towill nroduce the prosram and be responsible

Tor its oversll execcution, as well as provide the necessary

vortapak sequences., Chuck will direct and execute the interface

0f the Vasulkas! system with that of the studio. The Vasulkag!
primary zctivity will be as artists creating the artificial reality,
and their conceptions will suide the show.

Th= question has been raised as to whether Portable Channel should
te involved in further productions of the Vasulkas and WAXT,
sertainly JXXI aould zporozch them directly and indeed, we hope
you will become increasingly involved with video as an art form,
+nat we are provosingz is support .from WXXI in producing a segment
of Yomemade TV which we believe will be quite fascinating, Thile
Fortable Channelts "specialty" ig & video, we see Homemade 'V

as a forum for evperimentation with marny facets of television, angd
#2 hove to continue the direction begun in "Homemade TV: THE
2LaCTRCNIC IMACE" zind believe we bring a sensitivity to the video
movement as well zs our own expertise Yo this task,.

Y0 be sure, there was some confusion on the earlier program, but
as the day Brogressed, functions became clearer, and specifically
the necessity for me to function as producer, I think all of us
involved learned from the experience of that program, and the
consensus of our meeting was that, based on tgat experience, the
above production arrangement would work well,



"wo last notes. The Vasulkas will be teaching & workshop at
Portable Channel [ay 22-24 and bringing their eguipment to
rochester for that purpose, and it would be most efficient if

we could dovetzail product on with that time, 3Second, it may be
vossible to acquire the use of a Rutt-EZtra SJnthe31zer the most
sophisticated video synthesizer of its type, at a nominal rental
cost., I will know more about this soon.

As I mentioned on the telephone, we are planning a2 relaxed summer
at Portable Channel, including no production of Homemade IV for
July, August, and S ptember (unless the Vasulkas program were to
ba produced in June for ziring in July). This would, however,
presaent the oonortunluy to rerun some prior programs of especlal
interest. +”

/

e

Jongratulations on your most successTul auction., The organization
and spirit were extremely impressive,

ce: the Vasulkes .
nuck FcConnell
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PORTABLE CHANNEL

Fetruary 11, 1674
Steine and Voody Vasulka
257 Tranklin Street
Buffzalo, Hew York 14202
Deer Steina and Voody,

As you heard Ifrom Chuck today, we've made errargements for
your show on Chennel 21. In terms of availeble time zt 21 for
post=production work, the month ol May vould be better than June,
looking o d dete of broedcast. Chuck will be seeing
you next w 211 work out details.

I promised Yoody over that delicious dianer in The Librery
that I would try to get money. 'ell, Channel 21 is making
$200 from their travel account aveilable Vo rard your expenses.
That's the best I could do in two sweaty hours of negotiztions,
and I r ize thet it isn't nearly enough, but it's better
than not vy eand I think it 1s significant that it was
scrounged r in TYXI's budget--z brezktrfioush of sorts. As
you well wy I'm new at this business. llext time I hope I
cen do b r by youl

4lso, while you're in Rochester, il it's ll rizht with vou,
there's a plan for an interview with the Vasulkas to appear in
Visuzl Studies Vorkshop's LfterImage And Jim DeVinney of
Chennel 21 is working on & Iour-hour production for My 321 to
te cslled Papyrus, and he'd love to have something from you Lﬁ
ite You'll get more informetion about this, end it's somet 3
ths', ageila, is entirely up to you, but it's an idea I thlﬂ& you
might like.

As I'm sure U kﬁow, I'm really looxing forwerd to sceing
you &gaini Best regards to everyone at Media Study.

Fondly,

8 Prince Street
Rochester, New York 14607

(716) 244-1259



POLTLBLE CH/.NNEL
8 Prince Street

ROCHESTER, NLW YORK

HOML.MADE TV

Portable Channel Videotape Catalog

This catalog contains brief descriptions of the first
nineteen videotape programs produced as part of an experi-
mental video series in cooperation with WiXI-TV in
Rochester, New York.

The series, celled HOMEM.DE TV, constitutes the first
example of such cooperation between a viceo group using
porteble ¥ videotepe equipment and a public television
station. Thus, it serves as a model for the kind of
programming that arts, cultural, and commuinity organizations
can produce oa cable aind broadcast television.

The progrems were mede by Portable Cheannel steff,
cquipment-pool users, intcrnes, workshop members, and
guest artists.

Unless otherwise indicated, the viceotapes run about
thirty minutes. They are sveilable to non-profit organi-
zetions for usecs other than broadcast or csbleczst in
EILJ > standard formet for rental ot $25/2 veeks or for
purchese at (75, Portable Chennel can also provide the
programs in 3/4* U-Matic, 2% guacdraplex, and other formats
oy special request at an cdditional charge. Rcntal of
programs for broadcast, cablecast, or commcrcial purposes
is negotiated on an individucl basis.

Portablc Chennel, Inc. is = not=for-profit community
videco facility partially funded by the Hei York State
Council on the irts,
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PORT/.BLL CHANWNEL MIETS SINIOR CITIZENS
November 19, 1972

The pilot program of the HOMEM.LDE TV series. Glimpses
of old pcople as individuals rather than as social
statistics. The programs includes a 76=year-old woman
bzking strucel in her apartment, a birthday party for
two 96~ycar-olds, & conversation with elderly residents
of & nursing home, and senior citizcns putting together
a variety show at a neighborhood center.

" LDIROND.CK PiRK: PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE

Merch 19, 1973

Produced by the idirondack .ction Cozlition to alert
people to the human implications oa both sides of the
i.Girondack Park Decvelopment Plan, then pending before
the Hew York State Legislature.

COMMUNITY OF VITNESS
ipril 19, 1973

in insight iato the process of religiously-orieated
civil disobedience which has becn rcbroadceast on
VHYC/New York's program, ¥ill sbout TV.Y During Holy
tleck of 1972, thcology studeats strung & chain around
the Federal Building wherc the trial of the Harrisburg 7
wes teking plece, symbolically arrcsting the building

to protest the trial and the Victnam “‘ar. Portable
Chenncl was there, heving travelled to Harrisburg with
perticipents from Colgatc Rochestcr Divinity School and
St. Bernerc's Seminary.

WOMEN O WOMEN

The first progrem of Portable Channcl's Yomea's Tclevision
Project, whosc¢ members cemc togcthcr to meke videotapes
cxpressing positive, eltcraative images of womene. This
program includes & talk with a woman ncwspaper

publisher in Rochester and a conversation with ectress
Viveca Lincdfors along with excerpts from her one-woman
showy; 1 im /. ‘Joman."

HYPE FOR HOPPER (20 min.) | B
June 21, 1973 '

This show is a personal view of a "multimedi ium"

held at RIT with actor Dennis Hopper. It co?niggggsig$h

phe release of his movie KID BLUE. The program is fascinat-
ing not oply in its content, but in its juxtaposition of [
varying viewpoints of the same event.



6) GER.LRDO
Lugust 2, 1973

Produced by thc Media Department at St. John Fisher
College. The story of Gerardo, & young filmmekcr,
his work vith animation, and his parcnts. Raiscs
important questions about the impact of the visual
mcdia and cemonstrates how the technology can be
humanized,

7) C.BLE REPORT
Scptember 6, 1973

If community television is to be meaningful, involvement
by viewvers must extend beyond pessively wetching o
program. Cablc Report is part of & ceble ccducation
procecsse. Using 3% videotapcs from the acanual
Hational Cablc Tclevision .ssociation convcation as
a springboard, Portablc Channcl held & tovm mecting
on cablc in WXXI-TV's studio. Public officials,
ceble experts, and intercsted citizcns discusscd
cablc television. In addition to taking telcphone
qucstions and comments, pcoplc watching the program
were invitcd to perticipate in the discussion in the
stucio, a discussion which continued long aftcr the
program left thc eir. Color. Onc hour.

8) GENESEE VILLLEY
isugust 165 1973

The Gencsce Region Vidco Journel; centercd in the rurel
area south of Rochcuster; is a vnroject intcrested in
documenting the history, beauty, and problems of the
Genesec Hegion. Portable Channcl has supported the
projcct through the extended loan of equipment and

with cxpertises In this program, thc Journal looked

at thc beauty of the rcgion and reiscd questions of
planning to nreservc that beauty.

9) SPORT LND SEX: What ibout lomen?
sk Scptember 20, 1973

Produced by the tomen's Tclevision Projcct. & look at
women end girls participating in various sports,
coupled with a lively discussion among school admini-
strators, tecachcrs; parecnts,; and students around

the incquitable sllocation of athletic funds and the
question of “scparate but equal® versus intcgratcd
athlctic programs.
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SUMMER FUW
October 4, 1973

i talk vith artist Morton Sobotnick end a television
rcereation of his work of “choamber art: titled

“2s L Gamc for Two Playcers®; elso, & vidco verite
look at the Wetkins Glcn Rock Festival.

SELF HELP PRODUCTIONS
October 18, 1973

Procduced by ¢ black media group with assistance from
Portable Channcl, this program illustratcs the usc of
vidco as cultural cxchangc., In its look ot two local
black organizations, it prescnts & casual and revealing
perspeetive vhich would be difficult, if not impossiblc,
for a non-bleck to perceive and document. ©Monroc
County Community Orgenizcrs® featurcs scencs from the
Pcople’s Club, People's Liquor Storc, and Youth
Federation run by thc non~profit corporation to provide
cconomic stebility for its scrvicc programs in thc

poor community; “Haiti .ifro-Amcrican Cultural Center:
feetures art and music.

HiLPPY BIRTHD..Y, HOMEM.DE TV
Novembor 15, 1973

i retrospective of the first ycar's programming on
HOMEMLDE TV, vith an informal discussion of its rclation
o our telcvision environment and z look ot hovw it is
created,

OUTSIDZ [ GIT..TORS
Dececember 21, 1973

The Sen Francisco Mime Troupc in rehcearszl end con—
versation, focussing on thc relationship betwecn ort
enc politics; and a conversation vwith Congrecssman
Pcte McCloskey.,

TAITOO
Jamweary 3, 1974

Vidco as anthropology; toattoo as en éqtform. Larry
Galc, the video eartist, cxplores the swbculturc of
tattoos anc¢ uscs the clectronic offcets “of the
tclevision studio to convey the acsthetic cheracter
of tettoos as pop art. '

THZ TLECTRONIC IMiGE
Jenuery 17, 1974

Distinguishcd video artists Stcina and Wooay Vasulke
cemonstratc tochniques of vidco image gencration
aac perticipete in an clcetronic jem scssion. Color.



16)

17)

LAIESEE COOP
Fcbruary 7, 1974

in in=depth study of the pcople, processcs, ond
activitics of & Rochcster “alternative institution™.
This program, cdocumcnting the cfiorts of young pcoplec
to live co~opcratively, coastructively, and crcatively
was repeated at the request of “HII, Channcl 21, in
Rochester, Ncw York in responsc to cudicnce cnthusicsme

LOID MR. FOID
Mereh 7, 1974

Crcated by Portable Channcl intcrns end staff in con-
Junction with visiting artist Hlon Soltcs, this program
cxplorcs the human, cultural, and cuvironmental

conture of the cnergy crisis.

WWPE s PRELITNG THE. STLENCE

april L, a9

Intcrnae o Tortebhble Channel crectced this tape ia responsc
to ¢ tolovision wrogram, “Cry nepcey which thoy

arcec oo incomzivive to women., Thce progrim considers
whot hoppeas ©o venen after o repe, its socicl contoxt,
how repe coa be prevented, and how women cca avoid
cllowing rapc to scor their lives.

HOMEM.] is a forum) not only foX thc work of
rochcstc reo ortis ut for thosd\ around the statc

vorking iR vidco &s welll.\ This progrol shows somc
vork by Vidgofrcex David Cwart «nd dencyN\Coin and
includcs a d¢lk with [Jancy About vidco. \Color.
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e heve recenivly received some 1nformatioan concerning ihe
Interna.icnel Federation for Information “YOC@SSln“ Congress
to be held ia Toronto this August. The "highlight'" of this
congress ic to ke the new Film end Vide Theeter vhich vwill

" "ecture the latcst &d ; enimetion in ert

and sclenc ter films «nd videotiprse.
deplciing ion \lWCotL01
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homination ia by Februery 1, 1977, so

need to scng s ,
ul if you could contact us ecrly noxt veek.

T would be grete
mb’\r

Thznk you very much.

Yours,

. \:\\m\\w\r\gﬁ‘( V \Qi\.e;z 'C_;;\

M. ianne H. Stonenocker

8 Prince Street
Rochester, New York 14607

(716) 244-1259
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