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to life, you might say," Ms. Toll says.
"In my art I was able to separate. It
was my escape to a better world. I
would turn every negative into a
positive. It the peasants were hate.
ful, in my pictures they were wonderful. I had scarlet fever ; all my mother could do was put cold compresses
on my head. In my paintings when a
little girl is sick, a doctor comes to
see her and she is visited by friends ."
Where does the trick come from
that enables one to do a reverse print
of reality, throwing up pretty watercolors 1n yellows and reds when you
are living in the colors of genocide .
and war?
Ms. Toll painted 64 watercolors in
the 13 months she and her mother
were in hiding. (Six will be auctioned
at Sotheby's next Friday.) All show
scenes of a happy childhood .
Ms. Toll, who favors dangling earrings and has an accent evocative of
borscht, is a welcoming, exuberant
sort.
"1 feel like I know you a million
years," she says a little while after
meeting, which actually is how people feel. meeting her . An hour into
lunch, understanding there is no need
to ask, Ms . Toll has moved on to the

for HBO next week, with
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war to scenes of seeming normalcy,
Ms. Toll believes was the gift of her
mother, Rose.
"She imbued me with a sense of
confidence and well-being, nurturing
me, praising me. She gave me a
birthday card with little medals ; she
painted them."
It has been 54 years since her
mother painted the birthday card,
but Ms. Toll remembers.
"A medal for being pretty," Ms.
Toll says, and as she says it, one
realizes that she still is. "A medal for
working hard, for being polite, for
being kind. 1 wrote a play about all
this a few years ago. Somebody said I
made my mother to be too much of a
saint, but that was how I knew her ."
After the war, Ms . Toll's mother
remarried and had another daughter . The family came to the . United
States in 1951 . Today, Ms. Toll seems
to Inhabit the world she painted as a
child: leaf-green, happy domesticity .
Married, with two .children and five
grandchildren, Ms. Toll lives in a
.suburb.of generous green lawns. She
is aii'adjunct professor of creative
writing . She also lectures on Hplocaust art . .
During er time in hiding, did she
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richer today. The Inamori
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sad picture?
"No."
A hazy line separates hope from
the voguish state of denial .
When she experienced other difficulties in life, did she turn from
them? How did she behave when her
mother was dying of cancer, five
years ago?
"I was realistic," Ms. Toll says. "I
did say to her, which my sister didn't,
'You know it could reverse' or that
'there will be a new drug.' I would
say this to her to the day she died.
Once she started to talk to me about
her funeral and I started crying. After this she never mentioned It to me
again ."
"I took my pictures once to an art
therapist," Ms. Toll says. "She said
the girl in the pictures was pretty
connected, steady, adjusted. She is
surrounded by friends ; there is no
sense of aloneness without others.
There was a great deal of love behind
these artworks ."
Her wish, to keep where she lives
and works out of the papers?
"There are all kinds of neo-Nazis
and crazy people out there," Ms. Toll
says. "Whyshould they know where I
live? Let them look for me."

to give him the official word.
So It sent out a press kit on
the condition that he not be
contacted until after the allimportant call.
"It he doesn't pick up, they
keep trying," said JENNIFER
FRIEDMAN, a spokeswoman .
The two other winners,
who were to have been called
at the same time,were Dr.
KURT WUTHRICH, apioneer
in molecular and structural
biology, and Dr. KIYOSI ITO, a
mathematician and professor emeritus at Kyoto University .

A Dancer's Debut
MIKHAIL BARYSHNIKOV

did something last night that
he had neverdone before : He
danced at a political event, a
fund-raiser for PETER VALLONE, the City Council
Speaker and a candidate for.
governor . "Peter Vallone has
always worked hard for arts
In New York City," Mr. Baryshnikov said, "and I'd like
to see him continue this work
for the state."
JAMES BARRON

with Phoebe Hoban

