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An Image from a video work by Peter Campus, who has
worked in experimental psychology.
By GRACE GLLECK
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ana used to work with the more conventional paint a1i1 carwas . "1 want to take this advanced
technological tool of television and turn it hack on itself,
to convey the most primordial of sources, our basic lifesupport system ."
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the Mus=:urn of Modern Art sch.°,dales videotape shows, and
they were a Feature of the Whitneyyluseum's recent biennial
exhibition .'

Tapes

ma; also be regularly viewed at such
Leo Cas'~Il? and Ileana Sonnabend, 420 West
Broadway, and at Other places such as The Kitchen,
59

galleries as
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vooster s[reel,. and Glob ;:! Village, 454 Broorne Street .
A AICnade A. Trois

A proliferation of video festivals has also occurred during the last year. One is now at the ?iluseo de Arte
CC]nt?nrporaneo in Caracas, Venezuela, and in Nev,- York a women's
video f''sli~:al is ;'n prouress at the Women's interact Center,
549 Wy ,i: :i2:a 5;roet .
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THE NEW YaRT: T714,-ES, T,

Videotapes Living Up
to Star Billing
By JOHN J. b'CDNNDR .
since the first Srny Portapaks were intrnr! "._" etj to this
country' in 1963 . half-inch
videotape, offeran increased
portability and lower-coots,
has-been hailed as tha salva- I
tion of tste electron.; ;: nr ;ist or
journalist attempt ^!; to remain independent and "pcrson2l." While tl« road to
mass-audience access and
recognition has been-and
still is----rocky, the medium
has produced r.+orlt of outstanding quality,
A collection of ^o~~J examples cs~ be r"^u% i :1 t v n new
series that be in tomcrro~v .
The first is on pualic television : "Video and Television i
Review," a 2!3-week s e~ries
produced by WIIFT113's experimental Television La.borator3-. The seco=:J is in a
lower-INTanhattan ?oft : "The
First Annual Vid~ n Documentary Festival," featuring
a different sch^du :e on Fridays and Satwd2vs, at 5:30
P.hi., for the ne%t t:h _ee weeks. '
The Channel 13 series, with
Russel Conner, ai :ist and
Crl ic. as host will attempt
a broad survey of videotap ..
an-! the state of t" n err.. In
- : on to,videotane produc' - ---3rtlsttc an journel-- .-it will include both inabout the latest
cionments in hardware

,

-

-

,

:;

r.na canversadtins with art-

ishts and producers.

The first program tvill examine the ainls and style of
TVYV, a ;coup that gained a
respectable measure of nationat success with "The
Lord of the Universe" and,
more recently, a four-part
series on "Gerald Ford's
America." Ne ::t week wilt
feature "Transcending," the
fist videotape of Ian Hugo,
veteran film maker . And, in
following weeks, it will include a new work by Ed
Emshwiller and "The Irish
Tapes," a 46-minute documentary an Northern Ireland
bv John Reilly and Sefan
Moore,
The series will obviously
provide a valuable-forum for
a medium in desperate search
for any forum . That desperation is the reason for the
documentary festival at the
Broome Street ]aft housing
the Video . Study Center of
Gtobal Village . It's at 454
Broome Street (phone 9667526). Mr . Reiiiy is director
of the center and his "The
Irish Tapes" will be included
on one of the programs .
Much of the material, however, has not found an outlet on either TV or cable,
which initially promised "alternative access" but has
proved a failure so far.

The "video documentary"
gonera't,y makes no prcuensions to objectivity. Tightly
controlled by a few people
or even one person, the documentary tends to he extremely subjective, For the "The
Irish Tapes," for example,
several trips to Ulster were
made. Scenes of hate and
suffering, on both sides of
the conflict,' were set in a
form that opens and ends
with glimpses of a St . Patrick's Day parade in New
York . Grim reality is powerfully counterpointed with uniformed fantasy. The "troubles" are portrayed by the
participants--defiant, hysterical ; puzzled.
-

r

The scope and styles of
the video documentary are
broad. Other works in the
festival include:
"The Politics of Intimacy,"
by Julie Gustafson. Ten
Women, recorded in close-up
and medium shots, candidly
discuss orgasm and sexuality. The "clinical," statements
accumulate into sensitive
portraits of women of different ages, sexual pre['erences
and socioeconomic backgrounds.
"Hindustan-Part I," by Eric Siegel . A trip through Ind; a is recorded without narration, without statistics and
with superb camera work .
"Walter" by Bob and Ingrid Wiegand . A p"rn teacher
is interviewed in immediate
detail, his work, his boatsailing and has story about
survival :n a German slavelabor canto seamiessly intertwined with the wluJ1c- .
"Giving nirr.la,'' in; -1 -obe J.
Carey. A desperately modern
couple go to Mexicrs for the
delivery of their child, The
result is graphic, as plc.tbed,
and hilario2JS, as not ul lnned.
In addition, the festival is
showing some :vori,5 that
have received snme ~~ ::~,nsur4TVTV's "Four More Years,"
an irreverent and, particularly in light of Watergate,
perceptive view of the 1072
Republican cornverti-n in %liami, was shown wid,-1 ca
cable television . And Drt+.n2town Community Tclevision's ;
"Cuba: The People" was carried on P.L .S .
For anyone mtcrQstgd in a .
sadly; nr, "l~+ct~":'. prr~ . .nt C5-1-
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